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Of' A Faculty Grant:

'/ Wouldn't Have Persisted
Without ft' Harriet Brisson
by Laurence J. Sasso, Jr.

This is a the story of how a faculty
research grant made a difference in the
work of one professor.
In 1978 Harriet Brisson of the art
department was at a critical juncture in
her work. The energy crisis of 1973, with
its lengthy gasoline lines, suddenly
fashionable long underwear and the
enaissance of the wood burning stove
had affected her rather profoundly. The
first blush of avid interest in solar and
ther alternative sources of energy was
aking itself manifest.
She was
fascinated.
"I took it seriously," •says the proessor whose special area is ceramics.
"At that time they had to close schools
d businesses in order to have enough
fuel for residences. In 1973 we went on
aylight saving time in the winter. Kids
ere going to school before daylight.
ome were killed."

Brisson ear~estly recalls the impact it
had on her . In 1972 she had been to Ft.
Collins, Colorado where she saw a
demon stration at the American Craft s
Council in which a solar collector was
utilized to fire a ceramic kiln . It cap tivated her.
While the production of pottery doe s
not constitute a major factor in natio11al
fuel consumption, Brisson reasoned that
it stilJ is a factor. Gas or electricity" are
the traditional fuels for firing ceramics.
Brisson realized that while her activities
might not prevent lines at the gas pump
or result in lower prices for home _
heating oil, anything anyone does to
help_will aid in the resolution of the problem .
In the years following her introduction to the use of solar energy as a source
of heat for firing ceramics, she continued researching the subject.
She also became interested in other
(Continued

on p. 2)

Students 'Hard Hit' By
Proposed Reagan Cuts
The American Association ' of State
Colleges and Univer sities (AASCU) has
concluded that students at state colleges
(including Rhode Island) would be par ticularly hard hit this fall by reduction s
in student aid under active consideration
by Jhe Reagan administration.
AASCU's conclusion, as published in
their Feb. 16 bulletin , is based on
preliminary budget figures from the
Reagan administration, which according
to newspaper reports, plans major
reduction in the Pell Grants (Basic
Grants), National Direct Student Loan,
and Guaranteed Student Loan programs.
If the cuts - as proposed - make their
way through Congress, the ramifications
for students, including those attending
Rhode Isfand College, would be serious
to say nothing of the effect the resultant
cutbacks could have on the college itself.
"It's really not all that clear yet what's
going to come out of Congress," said
William H. Hurry Jr., RIC's director of
the center for financial aid and career
services.
" Reagan' s proposals - if they get implemented without any change - would
have serious impact on our students,"
he said, adding, "what's unclear at this
point is how much of what he's propos-

General Assembly To
Hear Chamber Singers
The RIC Cha mber Singers will present
a ha lf-hour musical pro gra m before a
j oint session of th e Rhod e Isla nd General
Assembly on Ma rch 6. - the first postseco nda ry instituri on to do so.
The appearance is part of a talent
awareness program established by Dr.
Arthur Pontarelli , acting commissioner
of education, to bring outstanding performing arts groups from the state's
schools and colleges to the attention of
the General Assembly during the 1981
legislative session.
The special performance - to begin at
the "rise of the House" when the day's
business is concluded - will j nclude
"Domine Fili Unigenite" and "Cum
(Continued on p. 8)

ing is going t~ come out of Congress as
he's proposing it."
AASCU President Allan W . Ostar
released a statement expressing "deep
concern " that the "primary target" for
administration budget-cutting in education . will be 'grants and loans to college
students.

~Massive reductions in
student grants and loans
may mean that many
families simply cannot
afford college at all.'
Ostar pointed out that the proposed
student aid cuts would greatly increase
the burden on state and local taxpayers
at a time when many states are in deep
fiscal trouble. Some states already have
cut appropriations and state tudent aid
for higher education, and others may
have to do so.
Ostar also noted that some states and
institutions have raised tuitions sharply
in recent years with the expectation that
federal student aid would be ade~ate to
cover the increase.
Now, this may not be the case.
John Mallan, AASCU vice president
for governmental relations, pointed out
that students at state colleges· and
universities in every state would be affected, but that "the 25 states would be
especially hard hit because their tuition
and other charges are higher than those
in other parts of the country." Tuition, room, and board charges at
many state universities often costs from
$3,000 to $4,000 a year, and is rising.
-Hurry, who is currently working on
next year's cost figures for RIC students,
said tuition and fees for commuters will
be "about $854." Add to that the cost
of books, supplies, etc. and the
"estimated cost for commuters would be
about $3,600 or about a 9 percent increase over the current year," said
Hurry.
(Continued on p. 3)
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Interviewing For A Job Can Bring:

A Case .Of The Jitters
by George LaTour

DOING WHAT SHE'D RATHER-NOT, art profess'or Harriet Brisson lights a gasfired kiln. She hopes through research to utilize the sun and other renewable
resources to fire her ceramics.

You remember how "cool" you were
when you took your first job interview?
Just the right answers at the right time right?
Well, almost!
For some of RIC's approximately 900
seniors who are taking interviews now at
the Office of Career Services for their
first fulltime professional job the occasion can easily bring upon a case of the
jitters.
"What questions will they ask me?"
"What answers should I give?"
"Should I come on strong and selfassured, or should I lay back and let
them come to me?"
"Maybe the humble approach has
some merit?"
Oh , the night before an interview can
wreak havoc with your sleep! And the
day of reckoning itself can make a Don
Knotts out of anyone.

With A Little Help

But, with a little help from their
friends at Career Services, particularly
Frankie S. Wellins, director, RIC's
seniors · can and do overcome the jitters
as they interview with over 30 firms
ranging from "soft ware" computer
companies to hospitals.
Job offers are traditionally not abundant, but the interviews are "a wonaerful experience for the students," assures
Wellins.
She said her career services office
"doesn't get good feedback" on the actual number of jobs offered RIC
students, but says "it would be a low
percentage as it is in most places (colleges)."
.
Wellins explained by way of example
that many firms interview 400 to 500
people. Of these, they call back about
200 for a second interview and of this
(Continued on p. 3)
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Fellowships, Research, Program Support Deadlines
The Bureau of Gran ts and Sponsored
Projects has announced the following
deadlines :
The DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
IS SOLICITING
PRELIMINARY
PROPOSALS ON THE Role and Impact of Police Collective Bargaining.
The aim of the research effort is to identify conflicts and evolving problems that
may ultimately be avoided. The research
is also designed to assist in the development of recommendations for resolving
existing problems and issues between
labor and management. Preliminary
proposals must be received no later than
APRIL 30, 1981.

Notes From
Bernadette
by Btmadette V'.Small

•••
The
We are informed that Anthony
Krupka, a senior maintenance technician, and Joseph Torre, a senior janitor,
have both retired from service at Rhode
Island College.
Tony retired on Jan. IO after two
years at the college. Joe retired on Jan. 6
after completing 13 years of service.
The campus community joins in
wishing them both the very best of
everything in their retirement.
As you may have seen in the Briefs,
Dr. Lawrence Lindquist of the department of anthropology / geography is
recuperating well after successful ·heart
surgery. Visitations are restricted to
family. Messages can be sent to him, c/o
Room 238 at the Jane Brown Hospital.
, Prof. Ronald Ballinger of the department of history remains in Jane Brown
Hospital, Room 435, and visitors may
call on him.
Bertha O'Hara of telephone services
continues to improve , She can receive
visitors. Messages may be sent to her c/ o
Room 219 B at the Fatima Unit of St.
Joseph's Hospital or you may call her at
456'3619.
Friends and colleagues would like to
know that Dr. Lauris B. Whitman, professor emeritus, formerly in the department of sociology, has been in a nursing
home since February of 1980. Messages
of good wishes, cards and visitors would
please him. His address is Clover Manor
N'ursing Home, 440 Minot Ave.,
Auburn, Maine.
.- . 'Janet O'Conner, formerly financial
- aid director at the Sawyer School, has
been inade acting assistant director for
financial aid. Janet replaces Pennell
Eustis who is on sabbatical leave. Her
office is located in Craig-Lee 050 and she
can be reached at 456-8033. We welcome
Janet and wish her success.
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Preservation Services Fund Program has
a MAY 31, deadline for submission of
proposals in any one of the three
categories.

APRIL 1.

***
The COUNCIL FOR INTERNATl ON AL
EXCHANGE
OF
SCHOLARS
has announced
t he
availability of additional Fulbright opportunities
abroad (principally for
univer sity teaching). Request application materials directly from CIES and
indicate country (or area) and discipline.
CIES also maintains a register of
scholars interested in an overseas experience in the near future. Registration
is welcome at any time. For either t~e
Fulbright or registration forms contact:
CIES, Eleven Dupont Circle / Suite 300,
Washington,
D .C. 20036 - (202)
833-4950.

***
There

is a tentative ' deadline

of

APRIL 15 for the Foreign Language and

Area Studies Research Program. Support is available .for surveys and studies
to determine the need for an increase or
improvement of instruction in modern
foreign language and studies. This is a
post-secondary education program of
the DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
administered by the Division of International Education .
• • *

HISTORIC PRESERVATION supports

(1) consultant services for professional
advice on specific preservation projects;
(2) preservation education for program
development at the eletnentary through
post-secondary levels; and conferences
(co-sponsored) that address subjects important to historic preservation. The

•••

Also from the Division of International Education, assistance is available
for institutions to initiate or strengthen
international and global components in
their instructional
programs.
The
Undergraduate
International Studies
Program has a tentative deadline of

If you need additional information,
guidelines, or application forms, please
call the Bureau at Ext. 8228.

Persisted

(Continued from p. 1-)
ener:gy conservation methods relating to
her work in pottery design and production. One such technique was the use of
a sawdust injection burner.
In 1978 she found herself at somewhat
of an impasse. She needed to know more
about the energy alternatives she had
begun to explore . So she applied for a
faculty research grant from the college. It
was awarded .
"I probably wouldn't have persisted
with my research with solar energy if I
hadn't received a faculty research
grant," she says today. "It is bearing
fruit every day in my teaching, and I
have made some significant discoveries
regarding high temperature applications
· of solar energy.''
The broader topic of energy conservation in general as applied to the visual
arts also involved her in a second grant,
one from the National Endowment for
the Arts for which the college matched
funds . Her investigation of the sawdust
injection burner had set her on the path
to a broadened look at energy efficiency
in the arts.
The NEA grant paid for a conference
held at the college in March of ,1980
focusing on technical innovations in
metal and clay. The conference participants were concerned with seeking
"alternate,
renewable,
recyclable,
energy sources" .
For example, Brisson asks rhetorically, "how do you make use of waste heat
that is generated by a kiln? How can it
be recycled into the studio to provide
heat for the artist?" Questions of this
kind were addressed by the conference
which she co-directed with Curtis
Lafollette of the art department.
As the experience with the solar col- lector at Ft. Collins had fed her interest
and led to the faculty research grant, the
immersion in the technical innovations
conference got Harriet thinking about
compiling a book . She conceived of a
collection of articles which would gather
some of the ideas which had been. unveiled at the workshops :- ~
To pursue the idea and to further explore her research in technical innovations, she took an unpaid leave from the
college from June, 1980 to January
1981. She spent the fall visiting in
England, collecting data, attending
demonstrations and lining up articles for
inclusion in the book.
While in England she spent a week in
St. Ives with Janet Leach, widow of Bernard Leach, who was one of the world's
. best known potters. During her stay in
the British Isles she also contributed an
article to the London-based Ceramic
Review, was a group leader in a
workshop at Sudbury Hall, Derbyshire,
organized by the Craftsmen Potters
Association of England, and she gave a
slide presentation at the Art Workers'
Guild in London. Her work was also exhibited in a two person show at the LYC
Gallery in Brampton, Cumbria.
Now she is back at work in her studio
at the RIC Art Center and she is forging
ahead with the book project. She has 18
articles for inclusion and is actively seeking a publisher. Several have expressed
interest.
Her research with solar energy continues and her teaching occupies much
of her time. She is in some ways a proselytizc;r for the cause she has adopted.
All of her research to date has led her to
believe that there are only two or three

people firing pottery with solar energy in
the entire country . In her review of the
literature she conferred with the A.D.
Little
Company
of Cambridge,
Massachusetts and found that not very
much has been done since the early
1950's in the exploration and develop ment of higher temperature solar
technology .
So when she meets her classes, she is,
in effect,
the purveyor
of rare
knowledge. Her experiences and learning give students exposure to an area of
the field they would be hard pressed to
duplicate elsewhere. It shows.
Bob Fishman, a former student, has
opened his ·own pottery fo Johnston.
Fishman studied for two years at the
Leach pottery in England and worked
for a year with Harry Spring, a wellknown potter here . In just one year _
Fishman has been successful enough to
employ three other people .
At the conference on technical innovations two of the main exhibitors,
Dana Tremblay and Lucinda MellorNeale, were former students
of
Harriet 's. They had become interested in
the sawdust injection burner and continued to work with the concept and
refine it.
Jay Lacouture, another former student , went from RIC to West Virginia
where he earned an MFA . today, he is on
the faculty at Salve Regina College and
shows his work in juried exhibitions. At
the end of the month , March 25-28, he
will be a participant in a panel discussion
on alternate fuels to be held at the
conference of the National Council on
Education for the Ceramic Arts in
Wichita. _Kansas. Harrie t is organizer and
mod erato r of the pa nel.
"Our students don't just go away
from here and forget all of this
(research) has happened . They continue
to work on the experimental aspects (of
it)," Brisson pointed out.
Like the _gift that keeps on giving, it
seems clear that a faculty research grant
awarded at a critical point in this pro ,..
fessor's work has continued to yield
dividends for her, for the college, and for
her students several years after it was
given.

And with a symmetry that is somehow
appropriate in a situation involving the
conservation of natural resources, it
ought to be noted that the nurturing
made possible through the faculty grant
and the NEA funding led to a reciprocal
contribution on the part of the professor . Brisson did, after all, take unpaid
leave to continue the work the grant had
originally nourished.
The end isn't in sight either. There is
still the book to be published and Harriet, a "sunny" smile on her face, grows
animated as she speculates about applying for a grant to build a much larger.
parobolic solar collector.

WHAT'S NEW (s)
at RIC

DEADLINES
Tuesday Noon
(for all regular news,
features, photos)
Wednesday Noon
(for important
"breaking" news only)

Legislative Alert .
HOUSE
Educational Disputes Involving Handicapped Children: H-5488 by McKenna, a bill setting up a new system for
handling education disputes involving
handicapped children. Judiciary.
Assembly Finance Commission Permission for Federal Grants: H-5008 by
Fiorenzano, a bill requiring state agencies to ·obtain the permission of the
House and Senate Finance committees
before applying for federal funds.
Finance.
SENATE
Control of Printed Material at
Public's Expense: S-228 by Sapinsley,
this act requires that all printed matter
be produced pursuant to some specific
statutory authority or when necessary to
apply for federal funds, grants or
assistance . In addition, it requires full
disclosure on the printed matter itself of

the cost of preparation, printing and circulatiov. of the printed material. The
proposal forbids the use of material
printed at public expense to be used to
urge any elector to vote for or against
any candidate for public office or propo sition appearing on election ballot or
t<?lobby for or against any matter pendmg before the state legislature. Special
Legislation.
State Bond Referenda: S-344 by
Licht, a bill prohibiting pl'acing on the
ballot a state bond issue that is less than
five percent of the prior year's state
budget. Special Legislation.
Recreational Facilities to Have Person
Skilled in CPR: S-386 by Chaves a bill
requiring indoor recreational facil1ties to
have a person present skilled in cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Corporations.
....___
-February 20
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(Continued from p. I)
On-campus students paying in-state
tuition will face a cost of about $4,500
next year, an increase over this year of
some $350 or an estimated 8.5 percent.
Noting that median family income in
1980 was approximately $20,500, Malian
stated that, "Few families earning
$20,000 can afford to send even one son
or daughter to a college costing
$3,000-$4,000 a year without some outt
side help .' '
"Massive reductions in student grants
and loans may mean that many of these
families simply cannot afford college at
all," he said.
Malian added that lower income and
minority students, ·the many students
who work their way through college,
and graduate students also will be particularly hard pressed .
He pointed out that the seriousness of
the proposed student aid. reductions is
made much worse because the ad. ministratiqn also plans to phase out the
Social Security student benefit program
which helps some 700,000 students of
deceased, disabled, and retired parents.
These students, most of them from
low or moderate income families, will
not have other student aid to fall back
on if the planned reductions go through .
Mallan indi~ted that there .will be a
concerted drive by all representatives of
higher education to prevent drastic
reductions in aid to students.
The 25 states are those in which the
tuitlon for resident undergraduate

students is $800 or more for 1980-81. In
most states, room, board and other costs
a~d at least $2,200 and usually more:
" My advice to students ," s.aid Hurr y,
"is to watch the press closely in term s of
what the administration is-propo sing and
what Congress is doing.
Students

'Students ought to be
thinking of alternative
ways to support their
education.'
~

ought to .be thinking of alternative ways
to support their education.•~
HurpY, who was asked to serve on a
panel of experts by the Providence Journal to respond to Reagan's recent "cut
back" speech, assured that at RIC
"we'll do the best we can with what we
have to work with, but our feeling is that
our resources will be less next year. And,
this_gets passed onto the students."
The states - in addition to Rhode
lsfand - are: Colorado, Connecticut,
Delaware, Georgia, Ilinois, Indiana,
Iowa, ·Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts,
Michigan,
Minnesota,
Mississippi,
Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey,
New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania,
South Carolina,
South
Dakota, Vermont and Virginia.

Cost -Spirals Upward
GETTING READY for his job interview, Peter J. Mahoney-(left), a RIC senior,
goes over his resume with Frankie S. Wellins, director of the Office of Career Services.

Jitters-------(Continued fri1m p.

-------------I)

latter group actually hire about 12.
An Independent Operation

Wellins, who is also acting dean of
students, has been director of career services for the year and one half they've
been an independent operation. Prior to
that, they were part of the financial aid
and student employment offices where
she was employed since 1972.
Assisting her at career services are
another counselor (Wellins serves as a
counselor as well as director), a fulltime
and a parttime secretary and some student help.
"We're trying to help all students not just seniors - with career planning, ''
emphasizes Wellins. "This starts long
before seniors face graduation."
Wellins was careful to differentiate
between academic · counseling which
career services does not get into and
career counseling whkh they do,
although there is some overlapping of
the two.
Counseling Is Available

Academic counseling is available
through the Academic Advisement and
Information Center as well as from the
student's faculty advisor.
Wellins points out, "Some students
will come to us before changing their
major for counseling." This they do
with an eye toward their careers and,
hence, are looking to put emphasis on
job-producing
"bread and butter "
courses .
·"We have a lot of outreach," explains
the director, whereby the faculty invites
career services staff to various student
classes or seminars on job search.
"RIC's career services gives you the
opportunity
to prepare
for an
inteniew, '' said Peter J. Mahoney, a
22-year old senior who boasts two majors - one in managerial economics and
the other in psychology - in addition to
minor studies in computer science.

Conquered The Jitters

Pete, of 338 Douglas Ave. in Providence, was interviewed for What's
News last week as he was waiting for an
interview with Aquidneck Data Corp ., a
soft ware company.
Thanks to Career Services, the former
Old Saybrooke, Conn. resident had apparently conquered the jitters and was
looking forward to his interview with
relaxed confidence.
He felt that "having
a basic
understanding of what the company's all
about" puts you in a good position for a
productive interview and minimizes the
uncertainty . Of course, knowing what
you want helps too, and Pete seemed to
have an edge here .
"Money's a factor but . not a major
determinant," he assures . "I want a job
I can be comfortable with."
To Assure Success

To assure his own ,succes~. Maloney,
who went to high school in Iowa and
Massachusetts, is "checking around"
himself for potential jobs, sending out
resumes on his own.
His interview last week at RIC was the
second at the college.
He said, "Some seniors get pretty nervous" but added , "you get used to interviews."
And that, precisely, is one of the aims
of Career Services - to give RIC seni'ors
exposure to the demands of the "real
world" and thereby gain confidence.
The son of Mr . and Mrs. Peter C.
Mahoney of Old Saybrooke, already
donning the acceptable three piece suit
in preparation for the interview that
could open the doors to the business
world for him, was the picture of the
eager, young and qualified college senior
ready
to join the professional
workforce.
• But about that three piece suit which
"is not the daily wear on campus: I'll be
out of this by noon - or ruin .my reputation!"

Appointed Assistant Coach
Edward Rao, 30, of Angell Street in
Providence, has been named assistant
varsity soccer coach for the 1981-82
season, itwas annou).'lced by Gail Davis,
acting director of athletics.
Rao, a history teacher and chairman
of the physical education department at
Our Lady of Providence High School, is

a 1972 Providence College graduate.
He founded the LaSalle Academy
Soccer C,lub in 1974 and guided the
squad to the state Division I semi-finals
in 1979 and to the finals in 1980. He is
also the founder of the Rhode Island
Youth Soccer Association.

It cost more to attend the nation's
state universities in 1980-81 than in the
previous year, says a report released by
the National Association of State
Universities and Land-Grant Colleges.
Average
tuition
for resident
undergraduate rose from $795 a year to
$830,_or 4.4 percent.
The increase for non-resident students
was considerably higher, however. The
median charge to non-resident students
for tuition and fees rose from $1,839 in
1979-80 to $2,049 this academic year, an
increase of 10.9 percent.

Total cost of attending public colleges
- combining undergraduate tuition and
fees with room and board rose 9.3 perc;ent for state residents, from $2,326 to
$2,542. For non-residents the increase in
combined costs was 7 .5 percent, $3,838
this academic year compared witl)
$3,562 last year.
Institutions in New England continued to have the highest tuition and
fees, followed by schools in the
Midwest, the Middle Atlantic area, the
Southeast, and the West.

Next Time Someone Says
·'Schools ·stink'
Quote The Sweet Facts
If the sight of an angry citizen storming toward you to espouse his views on
what's wrong with education sends you
cowering ,into a corner, help is on the
way.
In fact, this is it: your own handydandy refuter of bad news about education. It'll leave your critics speechless.
To make use of the guide, repeat to
yourself 25 times each morning, "I am
an education advocate and not an
apologist." Then memorize the following items until they are familiar enough
for you to use them to mesmerize an audience of l or 1,000.
• In 1950, less than 50 percent of U .S.
'students were being graduated from high
school. In 1975, the percentage of high
school graduates increased to 74 percent. In 1977, that figure had exceeded ·
80 percent and it is still climbing .
• Ten percent of black students were
graduated from high school in 1950; in
1977 the rate rose to 76 percent.
• In 1910, the average 25-year old
American had completed 8.1 years of
schooling. In 1950, that figure rose to
9.3 years. In 1975, it was up to 12.3.
• In 1940, only one out of 20 people in
the 25 to 29 age group had earned a
bachelor's degree . In 1976, one out of
four in the same age group had earned a
bachelor's degree.
• Less than 5 percent of jobs today are
classified as "unskilled". This means
that there has been a 97 percent increase
in the "professional" work force in a
single generation (from 1940 to 1976).
• Enrollment in colleges and universities was 6.4 million in 1966. In 1976,
college and university enrollment increased to more than 11 million. · ·
• The number of students being
graduated from colleges in the United
States tripled between 1955 and 1977:
from 286,000 to 900,000.
• Thanks to dropout-prevention programs, 92 percent of students currently

enrolled in public schools actually are attending classes. A decade ago, in 1969,
only 69 percent of those enrolled actually were in school.
• In one California school district, 120
adults - 51 percent of them with college
degrees - were given a 10th grade competency test that measured reading,
writing, and arithmetic skills. In each of
the areas measured, the 10th grade
public school students scored higher
than the adults.
• In the past years (1975-1979), the
number of books, magazines and other
materials borrowed from public and ·
state libraries increased from 107 million
to 123 million.
• More than 90 percent of today's
adult population
attended
public
schools. What this means is that U,S.
world prominence in fields such as space
technology, science, medicine, electronics, worldwide communications ~ 1d
even sports, is due in large measure to
the work and achievements of pul-lic
school graduates.
• Tbe United States produced the first
astronauts to set foot on the moon, and
23 of the first 25 U.S. astronauts assigned to lunar missions were public school
graduates.
• The U.S. public school system is one
.of the few major education systems in
the world that is attempting to provide a
free, universal, public education for all
who want it. In many other countries,
education - beyond basic required years
of schooling - is available only to select
segments of the school-age population.
• The U.S. has more of its 15 to 18
year olds enrolled in school than any
other country in the world: Supt. James
Slezak of the Mt. Diablo (California)
schools says 8 percent of our students
actually are graduated
from high
schools. He compares that figure to
England's 20 percent and Italy's 16 per(Continued

on p. 4)
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cent.
• Early education programs in the U.S.
(such as Head Start) do make a difference: A 1977 study of pre-schoolers
who had Head Start training combined
with in-home instruction showed that
those children had I.Q. gains of about IO
points . .
• In 1900, 11.3 percent of the U.S.
population was illiterate. In 1970, according to the Education C9mmission of
the United States, that percentage had
dropped to 1.2 percent.
• Reading scores on both comprehension and vocabulary have increased
steadily over the past decade for the first
three grades of schooling.
• ·Comparing reading scores of U.S .
14-year olds with students of the same
age in the Netherlands, Sweden, and the
United Kingdom, shows U.S. students
ahead in every instance.
'
• In science, U.S . students are doing
better than students in Britain , the
Netherlands, and Italy.
i In response to the nation' s energy
crisis, U..S. public schools reduced
energy consumption in the 1978-79
school year by 35 percent - saving taxpayers more than $1 billion. No other
public institution has done as well.
. • Social scien_tistssay that successfully
integrated schools have done more to
"diminish
stereotypical
attitudes
(toward race) and prejudicial habits of
thought" than any social institution.
• The U.S. public schools are doing
more than any schools in the world to
meet the individual needs of students. A
major success story has been the extraor-

dinary growth of "alternative schools"
that function within the regular public
school system. In the 1978-79 .school
year, more than three million elementary
and 11,ighschool students were attending
such alternative schools.
• On standardized tests, elementary
grade children are doing better than did
comparable age children who were
tested in the 1960's.
• A I 979 Gallop Poll revealed that 42
percent of those surveyed did not approve of Proposition 13 - like legislation
that would result in limited school
budgets; only one-third of those
surveyed approved of such legislation.
(The rest were undecided .)
• Today's education is a good buy for
the tax dollar. Although schools of
another generation taught little more
than the three R's, schools today are
asked to feed students, check their hearing (and vision and teeth), instruct them
in hygiene and nutrition , integrate
neighborhoods,
provide . recreation,
teach safe driving habits, and make a
convincing arguement against the abuse
of drugs. Simple fact: If the schools are
to do all these things, the public must
realize that these programs cost money.
A ( final word about money : To
educate children in this country costs an
average of $1,600 a year per child. To
keep one prisoner in jail for one year
e:osts $8,600. To keep one child in a
detention home for one year costs
$11,500. Public schools are still the best
bargain.

(The above article is pRRled courtesy
of Rhode Island Association of School
Superintendents .)

Daybreak
Daybreak . a musical
combo
featuring
Lou Camp.
will be ,
perf or min g Friday. March 6 from 2-5
p .m .

RIC Wrestlers To Nationals
Two Rhode Island College wrestlers
qualified for the NCAA Division Ill National Championships this weekend by
scoring well in the New England Chama
pionships held at Wesleyan University in
Connecticut while the entire team placed
fifth in the overall meet.
/ The fifth place finish is the team's best
performance ever.
.
In addition to the team's success, tricaptain Richard Schneiderhan, and Dennis Maroney both qualified for the national championships to be held in
Cleveland, Ohio, on Feb. 27-28.

Schneiderhan,' a senior economics major from Holbrook , Mass., finished the
regular season with RIC' s second best
record of nine wins and two losses while
competing on injury riddled knees. He
placed first in his weight class at the New
England Championsips.
Maroney, a junior industrial arts ma- jor from Narragansett, had a five and
three record during the regular season,
and placed second in his weight class at
the New England championships, making him runner up for the Nationals .

Bobby Seale Comes To RIC
More than a decade after the "days of rage" and the riots which led to the trail of
the Chicago Seven, Bobby Seale, one of the defendants in that historic court case
was at Rhode Island College.
Seale, a co-founder of the Black Panther Party, was at the college last Wednesday
to speak. When he met with the Political Science Club and an audience of other interested people from the RIC community (pictured here), at 11 a.m., his message had
more to do with its title, "Perspectives on Black Liberation" than it did with his personal experiences 13 years ago .
He did speak about being "bound and gagged" in the court room for three days,
and he took pains to defend the image of the Black Panthers, which he feels has been
distorted by the media .
Seale's current activities center on advocacy. He recently created and organized
the Advocates Scene, a national lobby group he directs. The organization represents,
he says, the 60 million poor, black and minority people in the United States .
He also is currently the national development director of Homicide Prevention,
Inc., a non-profit educational research organization devoted to reducing violent
assaults and homicides in the United States.
Seale spoke again on Feb. 25 at 8 p.m . 1.nthe evening after the What's News press
deadline. The substance of his talk was to have been the situation of blacks in
America and the legal and social justice systems i_n the U.S.

Photos
by

Peter Tobia
I
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Focus on the
Faculty and _Staff
Dr. James T. Sedlock, professor of
mathematics, attended a national Consortium on the Uses of Computers in
Mathematicsl Science Education held at
the University of Delaware on Feb.
11-13. Professor Sedlock is a member of
the special interest group on computermath education which is seeking affiliation with the Associatio·n for the
Development on Computer-Based Instructional lystems. (ACDIS).
Dr. Marilyn G. Eanet, associate professor of elementary education, par ticipated as a panelist at a symposium on
compensatory education sponsored by·
Region 1 of the National Association of
Student Personnel Administrator s on
Jan. 30 at Northeastern University.
Beatrice K. Phillips, assistant professor of psychology, and coordinator
of psychological testing at the Learning
Center, has taken a leave of absence to
pursue doctoral studies at New York
University.
Dr. Mary Alice Grellner, professor of
English, recently addressed the Barnard
Club on "The Pros and Cons of Bil' ingual Education" at Providence College.
Catherine Hawkes of the Center for
Evaluation and Research attended the
Grantsmanship Center training program
at URI in January . The workshop focus-

ed on program planning, proposal
writing and critique, and researching
federal and private funding sources. She
will make available ma~rials from the
workshop to interested faculty or staff ..
Dr. Charles Pearlman's paper, "The
Measurement of Effective Motivation,"
has been accepted for publication in the
spring issue of Educational and
Psy chological Measurement. Another
paper, ''The Effects of a Penalty /
Reward Situation on Effectance Motivation, " has been accepted for presentation on April 2-5 in Boston at the biannual meeting of the Society for
Research in Child Development.
Patricia Cole and Chris Donovan of
CERRIC, as part of their role as
evaluators of the RIC Adult Academy of
Basic Skills, recently attended a conference sponsored by the Basic Skills
Nat ional Technical Assistance Consortium in New York City. The consortium
addressed the evaluation and validation ·
of programs funded by basic skills
grants . Barbara Goldstein, co-director
of RIC's Adult Academy, and Kay .
Camperell also attended.
Dr. Richard Tropper., associate professor of psychology, has had his paper,
"Binary Coded Text: An Alternative to
C)laracter-Byte
Representation
of
English Language Text,'' accepted for

publication in the journal Byte.
Judith Lynn Stillman, RIC's first
artist-in-residence, will be appearing as
piano soloist with the Rhode Island
Philharmonic Orchestra at the Ocean
State Theatre on Saturday, March 14th
at 8:30 p.m. performing the Beethov~n
Triple Concerto. The other soloists are
Michele Djokic and Peter Oundjian,
both Juilliard graduates as is Miss
Stillman.
Gail H. Davis, acting athletic director,

recently participated in a panel discussion moderated by Jim Donaldson, Providence Journal sports writer, which addressed the issues of '' Academics and
Athletics: Which Comes First?" This
was the first part of a three part program
organized by the . University of Rhode
Island football player Chy Davidson, and
sponsored
by the Uhuru Sa Sa
organization at URI as part of Black
History Month .

Clarifies Role
Dr. Janet K. Mancini of the Sociology
department has explained that in addition to serving as chief research assistant
on a Harvard Graduate School of
Education research project, "Pathways
to Identity ", she also is author of the
book which resulted from the research,
Strategic Styles: Coping in the Inner City. Information supplied to What's
News by Mancini neglected to mention
. her authorship of the work. An item on
the work appeared in the Focus on the
Faculty section of the issue of Feb. 16.
The book, a study of identity forma-

tion and interpersonal strategies, contains "portraits" of five black youths
growing up in Roxbury, Massachusetts
during the late 1960's and early 1970's.
Mancini was chief research assistant between 1967 and 1969, the first phase of
the longitudinal stu,dy. The book is being published by University Press of
New England, Hanover, New Hampshire and London, England. The
research project was funded by the U.S.
Office of Education and The Ford
Foundation.
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Offers
Institute

Nominations
Sought
Nominat ions are being sought for the
Paul Maixner Distinguished Teacher
A ward which will be announced this
summer.
The award is given annually to an arts
and sciences faculty member who ha s
distinguished him / herself and the college with his / her teaching.
Established three years ago, the first
two winners were Mary Ball Howkins of
the art departmeQt in 1979-80 and John
E. Peterson of the physical sciences
department in 1980-81.
Each department within the Faculty
of Arts and Sciences is urged to make
· one or more nominations from within
their department if they feel the
nominees qualify.
Criteria for nomination includes excellent teaching performance at RIC.
Evidence of this must include ~tudent
and peer evaluations .
Other evidence may include course
syllabi, performance of student s on
standardized examinations or certification testsr television tapes, recordings,
comments of alumni, teaching materials,
achievements of students.
Curriculum proposals and contributions may be considered insofar . as they
directly relate to teaching effectiveness ·
and excellence.
,
The award recipient will be honored
with the title of Distinguished Teacher
during the 1981-82 academic year . A
cash award of $100 will be made and_attendance at an appropriate regional or
national meeting in his / her discipline
sponsored by the dean of arts and
sciences.
Money for the award comes from the
Mary Tucker Thorp Fund in the Rhode
Island College Foundation.
Nominations should be submitted to .
the chair - John E. Peterson, Clarke
Science, Room 102 s by March 13. Further details and procedures for nomination may be obtained from Professor
Peterson. ·

The Cou ncil for the Advancement of
Experient ial Learn ing (CAEL) will offer
an institute on major problem s ·in dealing with adul t student s. Two session s
will be held at the Rhod e Island College
Faculty Center on March 6 and 13 from
· 8:30 a .m. until 3:30 p.m .
" Under sta ndin g .the Adult Learner "
will be the top ic on Mar ch 6. Joyce C.
Willard and Pauline Kightlinger of
Wor cester State College faculty will present a well-rounded discussion of the
adult learner. A pra ctical discussion of
the pro cess of assessing portfolios will
then be presented by Thomas Keefe,
Richard Seemueller , Jame s Twining ,
Thoma s Whitfield and Gary McLouth
of the Community College of Rhode
· Island faculty . Actual portfolios will be
used in this presentation . I_npreparation
for the second session, participants will
be given portfolios to study and assess
during the intervening week.
The second session , featuring Partick
O'Regan, Eugene Perry and Robert
Steward of Rhode Island College faculty
will focu s on " Prior Learning Portfolios" . Participants will discuss and
assess portfolios. The faculty. will then
use actual material s and procedure s to
guide student s in the preparation of the
portfolio.
In order to insure effective interaction
among participants and faculty , ~the
CAEL Rhode Island Institute will be
limited to 80 participant s. The fee for
each session wil be $15 for members and
$30 for non-members. For further information , contact Patrick O'Regan at

FORUM PARTICIPANTS: Sylvia Zaki, assistant professor of nursing and Dr.
Roger Bennet, dean of the School of. Education and Human Development, take part
in a recent gerontology forum, "Practitioner's Perspective, " held at the college. The
forum was sponsored by the RIC Gerontology Center in conjunction with the State
Department of Mental Health in early February .

RECEIVES AUDIENCE: Dr . Lilliun Bloom listens attentively to the comments of
two fellow members of the faculty as they greet her at a reception in her honor
following the delivery of the. Mary T. Thorp Lecture in the Arts and Sciences.
Members of the audience had a chance to meet Bloom during a champagne reception
at the conclusion of the talk which took place Feb. 18.

456-8108 .

Explores
-Formation Of
Parents
Group
Following up on an initial meeting
held at Rhode Island College on Feb. 12,
Dr. Steve Imber, associate professor of
special education, has organized a second meeting to explore the formation
of a statewide parent-professional
organization to perform an advocacy
role for behaviorally disqrdered ch.ildren
and youth.
Imber, who served as the immediate
past New England regional coordinator
for the Council for Children With
Behavior Disorders, has been instrumental, along with Katherine Hickey, assistant professor at the Henry Barnard
School, in promoting the idea of such a
group .
The meeting , to be held March 24 at
7:30 .p.m. in the Community Meeting
Room of the Warwick Police Station,
will be a public forum. Part icipant s are
expected to discuss the forma ti on of the
organization.
Among th~ items which will be on the
agenda
will be: identifying
the
behaviorally disordered child (BDC), acceptance of the BDC, advocating for the
BDC, parents/school relationship regarding the BDC, monitoring the services
provided to the BDC , and the rights and
placement of the BDC.
The meeting will also deal with the
goals of the proposed
advocacy
organization. Among the suggested
goals will be: assisting parents and pro fessionals with awareness, understanding, raising ap.d coping skills necessary
in dealing with these children; also, to
help parents by providing a support
group and information referral for
special services; to serve as an advocacy
channel for common systemic problems;
to understand issues of rights and placement; and to promote better education
and understanding of the BDC.
Imber, who coordinated the regional
conference of the Council for Children
With Behavior Disorders (CCBD) in
East Hartford, Connec1icut last May,
has agreed to lead ·any organization
which emerges from the meeting until a
more formal administrative mechanism
is established.
He indicated that while professionals
. will be needed to _initiate an organiza-

disordered child, and Richard Dickson,
behavioral resource teacher at Veterans
High School in Warwick.
The New England Council for
Children With Behavior Disorders, the
Mental Health Association of Rhod ei
Island, and Rhode Island College have
agreed to co-sponsor the meeting. The
college, however, has made no financial
commitment to the proposed organization.
A behavioral disorder is defined as:
the inability to learn, not due to mental
retardation , general
health,
or
neurological (appears to be emotionally
related) ; the inability to develop and
maintain relationsh ips with peers and / or
adult s; and the inability to demonstrate
appropriate feelings or behavior under
normal circumstance s. Also, a child who
is unu sually unhappy, ten se, or depres sed or who is demonstrating physical
complaint s with no medical evidence is
con sidered to have a behavior disorder.
For more information contact Dr.
Steve Imber at 274-4900, ext. 290 .

Welcomes Letters

tion, parents should clearly have a major
responsibility in formulating goals and
further directions. He said the meeting is
open to the public and he hopes it will
attract parents, teachers, professionals
and citizens in general .
The May meeting of the CCBD attracted an audience of more than 400
professionals and parents, 140 of whom
came frnm Rhode Island. Several of that

contingent attended the Feb. 12 meeting
which was a small group affair intended
to serve as a nucleus-forming session
leading to the March 24 meeting .
In addition to Imber and Hickey, attending that meeting will be Richard
Weir, executive director of the Mental
Health Association of Rhode Island,
John Carpenter, a teacher at School One
who is the father of a behayiorally

\\

WHAT 'S NEWS AT RIC welcomes the
receipt of fellers of college-wide interest and
will publish them regularly. The editors
reserve the right to limit length and to condense submissions wiJh the author's consent
in order to meet space requirements. Lellers
lo WHAT 'S NEWS should be sent to the attention of the editor. The Bureau. All fellers ·
must be signed by the author and dated. We
look forward to airing readers' views and
concerns and continuing the expansion of internal communication at Rhode Island College.
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To Confer On
Energy Ed
Energy education will be the topic of a
statewide conference to be held on
March 3 at the Memorial Union of the
University of Rhode Island.
Sponsoring agencies include the
Rhode Island College Center for
Economic Education, the Community
College of Rhode Island, Earthwise, the
Governor's Energy Office, Providence
College, the Rhode Island Department
of Education, the Rhode Island Environmental Education Association, the
Rhode Island Science Teachers' Association and the URI's Office of Energy
Education.
The conference was designed in
response to the growing needs of
educators to deal with energy topics.
The sponsoring agencies hope to provide educators with information about
energy
education
methods · and
resources, acquaint them with a variety
of energy related classroom activities, and help them to acquire insights into
the complex issues affecting our energy
future.
The conference will begin at 8 a.m.
with registration and two keynote
speakers, and will consist of three
workshop sessions lasting from 9:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. Immediately following
the last workshop session, there will be a
group discussion.
The registration deadline is Feb. 20,
and a $5 registrtion fee is being asked.
For further information contact Dianne
Devine at 277-2821.

TELEVISION APPEARANCE by. members of RIC's Adult
Academy of Basic Skills on the Sara Wye "Welcome" show will
be aired this Wednesday morning at 6:30 on WJAR, Channel 10.
(L to R) Sara Wye discusses the Academy's program for Rhode
Islanders who can't read · with Dr. Marilyn Eanet, academy co-

director, and Kathleen Hayes, tutor coordinator. A first showing
of the program was aired Sunday. Invitation to the Sara Wye
show stemmed from a feature article in the Jan. 19 issue of
What's News, entitled "Can't Read and Feel Helpless." (What's
News Photo by Peter Tobia).

Be.fore I Collapse
(Men1ories
h~ .lo,rph

I>. Craham

Only once in my play-directing career
have the police been c~ed in to preserve
the performance and prevent violence.
One doesn't excite an audience easily
today. But it happened here at RIC in
November, 1968, when we presented a
double bill of an August Strindberg oneact tragedy, "Miss Julie," and a farce
from 412 a.c. by Aristophanes, "The
Thesmophoriazusae''.
This moment of my greatest infamy or
fame in Rhode Island came when I was
on an arts council distributing funds to
vicnity groups. Hitherto at meetings I
had been scarcely granted recognition
or, if so, as a shadowy, undefined figure
vaguely representing something or other
like the educational sector. .. until the
furor surrounding ·the above production
hit the papers.
Suddenly I was recognized as they
greeted me with "Oh, that's who you
are! You're the 'racist' up at Rhocle
Island College". Of course, I objected
though it was interesting how cordially I
was greeted henceforth at these sessions
of largely establishment figures. But I
was unhappy at this as I had never
subscribed to that overworked cliche
that in the theatre "any publicity is better than none''.
What instigared all this? First - I had
anticipated artistic criticism of my play
selections commenting in the program,
"The juxtaposition.of a realistic tragedy
and a knockabout farce on the same bill
may end by pleasing ·nobody."
However, I had tried to justify the joint
bill, saying both plays were written by
famous literary misogynists and dealt
with the same problem, the conflict between the sexes.
On the other hand, it's true the comedy had ended with an amiable reconciliation and the other with the suicide of
the female protagonist! Unfortunately,
the different styles, structures and solutions were quite enough to confuse any
audience and were quite too much for
most RIC students who were being
besieged in addition with the arguemen ,t
that a racial prejudice issue was
somehow involved. Of course, how that
was evident was clear pnly to a few who
were using this production for their particular cause at the time.
An older black student, unannounced
and unknown to me, had come to my office before auditions,
insisting on
discussing my forth-coming production
of "Miss Julie ." He informed me emphatically that he had long wante? to ~ct
the lone male role of the valet m this
three character play, the role of Jean 1

ql Past RIC(E) Shov->s)

who during one midsummer night's
revelry seduces his mistress, leading to
her suicide the next morning. He said he
expected me to consider him seriously as
he would be especially effective in this
part and had his heart set on doing it.
I had something to learn at this time .
Whatever my previous experience, I
had never been involved in a movement
to raise the consciousness of this campus
to the black cause. Unhappily for me,
also, I had in mind such an oldfashioned concept for the play as a
reasonably authentic recreation of what
I thought Strindberg had intended back
in 1888 (a psychological drama revolving
around a sexual conflict expounded and
intensified by the particular class structure in Sweden at that time).
I assured my interviewer he was
welcome to tryout with the other
students and to try to convince me that
he was right. But in my innocence and as
an act of courtesy Jess he later be embarrassed, I ventured to tell him in advance
that I would probably decide that
casting a black person in this role would
convert the theme of the play into one
focusing on bi-racial relations.

his dictum.
As it coincided with my views, there
was no problem. Dr. Kauffman, always
the very model of caution and restraint,
wanted no more scandal or violence or
controversy for_ RIC from this episode
than hac;l already occurred. He insisted
that I avoid all encounters regarding it
and lie low, although I could do my play
as planned. And so we did.
A boycott wit)l lines of people, black
and white from somewhere, were there
in front of Roberts Auditorium each
night of the performance, warning the
prospective audience that this was a production directed by a racist. Meanwhile,
I was busy backstage preparing the casts
and calming down some of them suffi- ciently to perform. Dr. Dorothy Mierzwa · (now Dr . Pieniadz), dean of
students, was on the phone off and on,
alerting us to stay backstage and to bring
down the curtain in case of rioting.
Somehow, it did not impress me; it was
far too misconceived an exploitation of
my innocence. I am not a racist; nor am
I an alarmist. The actors were upset but
did perform all three nighs without
serious disruption .

REFLECTIONS
Yes, I have often wondered since what
would have happened had I said "to hell
with Strindberg, let's do tHe play with a
black Jean however much it turns the
original ·into something else." Possibly
this would have defeated the real motive
behind the student's visit. My rejection
of him in the role may have served the ·
black cause with more point and publicity than my casting of him might have
done.
In fact, I believe I offered him the oppo rt unity
for a role in "The
Thesmophoriazusae," but he was not interested . Anyway, in short order I was
attacked in the press as having refused to
audition a black actor (which was
patently'untrue) and therefore a "racist," .
Coffeehouse sessions promoting the
black cause on campus were being held
and i was all but ordered to appear for a
confrontation .
Did I go? No! In spite of the urging of
a new colleague, Dr. P. William Hutchinson, that I should attend and explain myself, I knew very well that I and ·
my career, however unjustly, were to be
served up as a sacrifice. So I had already
made up my mind to ignore the invitation when Joseph F. Kauffman, president, called me to his office to impose

Did it affect the shows? Of course!
Some brave, curious or merely ignorant
attended but many people stayed away.
The cast was never relaxed and able to
concentrate properly on their performances. And I was disgusted because I
would really have liked to promote the
increased participation of black students
in our shows, but this was not the way to
do it. Whenever I have sought black actors, it has alw_aysbeen a struggle to find
them on this or the other three campuses
on which I have directed.
Would the plays have been more successful under other circumstances? Yes,
though the intrinsic artistic pr<.;)blems
would have caused trouble anytime.
~ The sets by Clyde Kummerle shifted
from the one to the other play with ease .
and set the right mood. The costumes
under the chair of Carol McCullough
were quite effective. But while the two
handsome leads, Judi Weidman and
Robert Leonard, looked great, they
lack_ed the experience and probably the
talent for these genuinely difficult parts.
These are complex, mercurial roles
which have challenged and defeated
many professionals. I was too egotistical
about my capacities to develop their
talents. Connie Vezina as Kristine, the

cook, was fine, however.
"The Thesmophoriazusae"
was
another story, although also one of my
overestimating my ability to turn our actors into professionals. It is a bawdy, irreverent farce, almost sexually explicit
about events at a women's festival, forbidden to men, where they are _going to
condemn Euripides to death for victimizing them in his plays. He persuades
his father-in-law, Mnesilocuhs, dressed
in drag, to go and plead his cause.
Of course, Mnesilochus is ultimtely
discovered
among the hysterical,
drunken proceedings and only rescued
after assorted indignities involving the
enactment of various heroines of
Euripides' plays.
A few years ago I saw the play done at
the University of Chicago in a semimodernized version with the heroines of
contemporary
drama (ex. Blanche
. DuBois) substituted for the classic
heroines and the show proved hilarious.
More to the point, I had done the show
myself at Illinois College in 1954.
There, done out of doors before a
relaxed home-coming crowd, eager to prove
their
"midwestern
sophistication,'' the play had worked
beautifuly.
I misjudged the RIC audience and
naturally had not planned on an unsympathetic crowd menacing us at the door.
There were performance problems too.
Gene Hall, as choreographer, did his
best. But there is genuine difficulty in
training a group of nice college girls (and
RIC's have always been "nice") to imitate rampaging, drunk, erotic Athenian
women of 412 B.C. And Ronald McLarty who had proven so impressive as
Henry VIII in "Anne of -the Thousand
Days" and Big Daddy in "Cat on a Hot '
Tin Roof" resented and fought the
striptease and other shenanigans called
for as the father-in-law. James Kelly,
graduate, played Euripides amusingly.
Other speaking roles in this comedy
were played by Linda Beck.elman, Anita
Cipolla, Vincent DiChiara,
Eddie
Elderkin, Michael Foresta!, Maryanne
Gouveia, John Hicks, Jane Kaminsky,
Peggy Lynch, William Malo, Kathie
McAuliffe, Leslie McLaughlin, Elaine
Nowak, Ron Rathier, Eileen Re_goli,
Paul Vincent, Barbara Wurtzel and
Phyllis Young. Dancers for both plays
included Barbara Eno, Eddie Elderkin,
Vincent DiChiara, Mary J. MacGrath
Karen Swift and Paul Vincent.
'

(Joseph D. Graham is associate professor of communications and theatre.)

-
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... Whose Time Has Come

Rhode Island College Chamber Singers

"With the aid and precmon of
organized crime, authorities say, gypsy
truckers are hauling toxic chemicals
from factories in the mid-Atlantic and
Western states and illegallydumping the
hazardous waste in the wood and farm
land of northern New England. ,, BOSTON GLOBE

·To Feature Beethoven's Sonatas
Beethoven's sonatas for piano and
violin will be featured in the Rhode
Island College Chamber Music Series'
next performance
on Wednesday,
March 4.
·
Performing will be Judith Lynn
Stillman at the piano, and Barbara
Poularikas on violin. Both performers
are faculty members at RIC.
Stillman and Poularikas will play
Beethoven's Sonata No. 5, Opus 24
(Spring), Sonata No. JO, Opus ·96, and
Sonata No. 9, Opus 47.(Kreutzer).
Stillman,
RIC's first artist-inresidence, has received rave reviews in
both the Long Island Press, and The
New York Times. She toured two continents before accepting an appointment
at RIC last August. Stillman was awarded both a bachelor's and master's degree
simultaneously from The Juilliard
School in 1977, where she is currently a
doctoral candidate, the youngest ever
admitted to the school's D.M.A. program.
Poularikas is a graduate of Eastman
School of Music, and has participated in
the Berkshire Music Festival at
Tanglewood where she -received the
Mary Fowle_r, Award. She made her
debut at Carnegie Recital Hall in 1968,
and has played many recitals in the New
England area including the Gardner
Museum. She is also a founding member
of the New Music Ensemble, the Pro-

vidence Chamber Players, and is artistic
director of the Music Festival of Rhode
Island, Inc. Her broadcasts include live
performances over WGBH in Boston,

WFCR in Amherst , WAMC in Albany,
and several delayed broadcasts over the
ABC network.
The Chamber Music Series is sponsored by the Rhode Island College Music
Department, and is open to the public .
A donation of $2.50, general admission,
and $1, student admission is being asked. The performance will take place in
Roberts Hall, Room 138 on the Rhode
Island College campus at 8:18 p.m. For
further information, call 456-8244.

General Assembly

(Continued from p. )) ______

_

Sancto Spirito" from the Gloria by
Vivaldi; En Ego Camp<hlaby Handl; "It
Was a Lover and His Lass" from Four
Shakespeare Songs by John Maggs;
"The Soldiers' Song" from The Lark by
Leonard Bernstein; Nun Danket a/le
Gott (Now Thank We All Our God) by
Pachelbel, and Chester and America by
William Billings.
The chamber singers is an ensemble of
between 25 and 40 voices selected by
audition from the college chorus (which
performed the "Messiah" concert).
Established in 1973, it specializes in the
performance of music written expressly
for the small choral ensemble·. The
chamber singers are conducted by Dr.
Edward Markward.
The program is being arranged with
the office of the speaker of the House
through the Office of College Advance ment and Support, John S. Foley, executive director .

Reading this article in its entirety is
like watching the plot of Windfall unfold, say the producers of this original
political play which will be staged at
RIC's Gaige Auditorium at 4 p.m. on
March 12.
Produced by the Little Flags Theatre
out of Roxbury, Mass., Windfall is the
story of three working-class people who,
finding themselves out of work, take on
a job of dumping illegal chemical
wastes.
Simple folk who love their beer and
pool playing, they are politically indifferent and at first give little thought to
their clandestine job of dumping
chemicals which they' ve taken on out of
desperation and the need to survive.
Once at the dump site, the three find
themselves in a chemical wasteland
where there is no sound, no life. They
discover that in addition to chemical
waste, they have been duped into dumping nuclear waste. To compound and

confound
the predicament,
the
wasteland is adjacent to the proposed
site for a home for the aged.
The political and ecological ramifications are slow to dawn on them, but
when they do, these three decide to take
on a system with all odds staked against
them.
"Windfall deals with the issues of toxic wastes, illegal dump sites, corporate
irresponsibility and government's pervasive impotence in the face of, or complicity with chemical and nuclear
killers," say the producers.
Just as importantly, it deals with the
people's potential to strike back.
A Boston University reviewer found
the play "delightful, original, funny,
political and relevant."
The producers say it is "a play whose
time has come ."
In ' conjunction with the play, an acting workshop will be given in the Henry
Barnard Cafeteria from 1 to 3 p.m. by
Maxine Klein, acting director of Little
Flags Theater.
Fon:nerly a tenured professor at the
University of Minnesota and Boston
University, she is an author and
playwrite and American Theater
Association award winner .
The performance is open to the public
at no charge.

American Band
Invited To Perform
The American Band has achieved
recognition by being invited to perform
at the Music Educators National Con' ference Eastern Division Meeting on
March 31 at the Concord Hotel in
Kiamesha Lake, New York.
The invitation to perform for the conference is one more of the many distinctive honors earned by the band in its
144-year history. Founded in 1837, the
American Band is one of the nation's
oldest continuing civilian bands and has
played for numerous conferences and
conventions throughout the United
States and Canada.
The theme of the M.E.N.C. con-

ference is "Music: Basic and Beyond,"
and the American Band will represent
adult community bands in the context of
continuing music education. The band
will present a concert which will include
Gustav Holst's A Sumerset Rhapsody,
Elliot Del Borgo's Chant Variants,
Malcolm Arnold's Prelude, Siciliano
and Rondo, and The Narragansett
March by D.W. Reeves, one of the
band's most illustrious conductors.
The present conductor
of the
American Band is Dr. Francis Marciniak, professor of music at Rhode
Island College where he also conducts
the Rhode Island College Symphonic
Band.

Calendar Of Events
MARCH 2 - MARCH 9, 1981

-

MONDAY, MARCH 2
All day. Recruiting Schedule. St. Joseph's Hospital - Fatima Nursing . Craig Lee,
Room 054.
7-8:30 p.m. Student Council for Excf!ptional Students Arts & Crafts Program.
Student Union, Gamesroom.
TUESDAY, MARCH 3
All day. Recruiting Schedule. American Frozen Foods - All Majors. Craig Lee,
Room 054.
'
12 noon-1 p.m. History Department Lunchtime Colloquium . "Canadian
Images." Prof. Ridgway Shinn will use slides of Cana~an scenes t<?illustra~e ~ever!11
of the themes in Canadian development. Mapy of the slides are cooies of oamtmgs m
the Art Instit_ute of Ontario (Tortono) and the National Gallery (Ottawa ). Admission
is free and the P-Ublicis welcome. Gaige Hal_l, Room 211.
.
·
.
1 p.m. Philosophy Colloquium. "John Dewey and Education Fo~ Sociaf
Change." Featuring F. Eugene Osborn, Ph.D. Fogarty, Room 120 (Philosophy
Lounge).
1-2 p.m. Anchor Christian Fellowship Meeting. Student Union, Room 310.
7-9 p.m. Kappa Delta Phi Meeting. Student Union, Room 310.
7-10 p.m. Sigma Mu Delta Meeting. Student Union, Lounge F.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4 ,
_
All day. Recruiting Schedule. Department of Mental Health, Retardation and ,
Hospitals - Nursing Majors. Craig Lee, Room 054.
2-3 p.m. Women's Center Meeting. Student Union, Room 304.
2-4 p.m. Talk on Battered Women. Featuring Phyllis Rosenthal an~ ~l~e
Reynolds of Sojourner House. Sponsored by RIC Women's Center. Adm1ss1onis
free and the public is welcome. Student Union, Room 304.
2-4 p.m. Anchor Christian Fellowship Meeting. Student Union, Lounge F.
2-4 p.m. Finance Commission Meeting. Student Union, Parliament Chambers.
2-4 p.m. WRIC Radio Meeting. Student Union, Room 310.
3:30-8 p.m. R.I. Futurist Society. Sponsored by Center for Economic Education,
features Drs. Ken Lundberg and Peter Moore.-Deals with summer workshop entitled
"Economics of the 80's" which resulted in the publishing of a 32-page booklet.
Faculty Center.
.
. .
8:15 p.m. Chamber Music Series. All Beethoven sonatas for piano and VIOiin.
Featuring Judith Lynn Stillman, piano, and Barbara Poularikas, violin. Donation

$2.50 general, $1 with a RIC I.D. Rober ts Hall, Room 138.
THURSDAY, MARCH 5
All day. Recruiting Schedule. Windsor Public Schools . Craig Lee, Room 054.
12 noon-1:30 p.m. "Women Dealing With Stress and Anxiety. Featuring Barbara
A. Malone, RN. MA. Workshops sponsored bv Women's Center to continue for
eight weeks until April 16. Registration fee is $25. Call 456-8250 for more information . Craig Lee, Political Science Lounge.
·
_
8 p.m. PRISM Production: "Double Bill" an original script by Peter Primiano,
and "Salome " by Oscar Wilde. Admission is $1. Roberts Hall Little Theatre.
8 p.m. RIC Dance Company Spring Concert. Continues each evening through
March 7. Roberts Hall Auditorium.
·
FRIDAY, MARCH 6
7:30 & 10 p.m. Film Series. "Close Encounters of the Third Kind, Special
Edition," Admission is $1.75 general, $1 with RIC I.D.
SATURDAY, MARCH 7
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Finance Commission Budget Hearings. Student Union, Parliament
Chambers.
TBA. Fencing. New England Championships.
TBA. Gymnastics. E.A.l.A.W. Division III Regionals.
TBA. Women's Basketball. E.A.l.A.W . Semi-Finals.
SUNDAY, MARCH 8
9 a.m.-12 noon. Finance Commission Meeting. Student Union, Rathskellar.
10 a.m. Sunday Mass. Student Union Ballroom.
7 p.m. Sunday Evening Mass. Browne Hall, Upper Lounge.
7-10 p.m. Kappa Delta Phi Meeting. Student Union, Parliament Chambers.
7:30-10 p.m. Kappa Epsilon Meeting. Student Union, Lounge F.
MONDAY, MARCH 9
All day. Recruiting Schedule. Women's & Infants Hospital. Craig Lee, Room 054.
7-8:30 p.m. Student Council For Exceptional Children Arts & Crafts Program.
Student Union, Gamesroom.
8 p.m. Progamming Presentsi "The Naked Truth: Advertising's Image of
Women" and "Under The Influence." Featuring Jean Kilbourne.

